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For Kate Munger conducting 
a choir that sings for the  
terminally ill isn’t just a  
job−it’s a daily,   
life-affirming act. 
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Below: Kate Munger logs more than 30,000 miles a year as 
the leader of 12 choirs across Northern California. Opposite:  
Marin Threshold Choir members (from left) Connie Long, Judy 
Jessop, Caroline Warner, Rebecca Herrero, and Laura 
Fannon at rehearsal. 

“Anyone can wash dishes or weed the garden. By singing I felt 
like I had given him a part of myself.” 
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Top row from left: Marin Choir member Susan Miller; 70 songs in the repertoire were written by choir members; Munger coordinates 
members from her Inverness, California home. Middle row from left: Caroline Warner rehearses with her choir; Munger makes sure 
members sing in harmony; Debbie Ruskay at a bedside. Bottom row from left: Munger, Miller and Joan Owen, Mary Beth Patterson, 
Ruskay, Munger, Joanne Fullagar, Sally Shannon, and Redwing Keyssar; Marin choir member Patty Wolfe. 

 



They sing works by artists as varied as Bach (“Ave Maria”), The Beatles 
 (“Yesterday”), and Bob Dylan (“Lay Down Your Weary Tune”) 
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“Women join to make a difference; they remain, in large measure, 
for the sense of community the choir provides. 

Opposite: An inspirational quotation at Laguna Grove 
Care, where choir members often sing. Below: Munger 
and her dog Surely, at home. 
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